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The Jewish extremist responsible for concocting some of Israel’s worst atrocity propaganda about 7 
October has admitted that one of his stories about Hamas executing children was untrue. 


Yossi Landau 

(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/yossi-landau), 
of the group ZAKA 

(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/zaka) concedes 
in a new interview with Al Jazeera’s Investigative Unit that dead bodies he previously claimed to 
have seen in Kibbutz Be’eri 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/kibbutz-beeri) 


were “not children.” 
In the interview he admits: “When you look at them and they’re burned you don’t know exactly the 
ages. So you're talking about 18-year-old, 20 years old ... you just don’t look on the spot ... to see the 


ages or something like that.” 


https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https%3A%2F %2F electronicintifada.net¥%o2Fblogs%2Fasa-winstanley%2Fisraeli-source-executed-childr... 1/9 


4/1/24, 12:19 AM Israeli source of "executed children" lie admits story was untrue | The Electronic Intifada 
The interview is part of Al Jazeera’s new documentary 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/asa- 
winstanley/israel-killed-israelis-confirms-new-7-october-documentary), October 7, which confirms 
that Israel itself killed a number of the Israeli dead that day — as The Electronic Intifada has 
reported all along 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/asa- 
winstanley/israeli-hq-ordered-troops-shoot-israeli-captives-7-october). 


In the documentary, Landau is pressed by producer Richard Sanders to explain a story he repeatedly 
spread to journalists last year. 


“You're talking children,” Landau claimed to Sky News in October. “Piles of 10 children each were 
tied to the back, [then] burned [in] the bed. Something behind this is next level ... it’s indescribable.” 


It’s a story that Landau repeated again and again in the wake of the 7 October Palestinian military 
assault. His lurid allegations successfully demonized Palestinians and helped pave the way for 
Israel’s ongoing genocide in the Gaza Strip, which has so far claimed the lives of more than 32,000 
people. 


You can watch the Al Jazeera interview with Landau in the video above, which is a clip from the full 
Al Jazeera documentary that you can watch on their website 
(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://www.ajiunit.com/investigation/october- 


72). 


Beheaded babies lies 


Landau also seems to have been responsible 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://www.algemeiner.com/2023/10/11/israeli- 
medic-confirms-to-cbs-babies-beheaded-at-kibbutz/) for the definitively debunked Israeli lie that 
40 babies had been executed by Hamas 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali- 
abunimah/biden-lied-about-seeing-photos-beheaded-israeli-children). 


As well as that, Landau was involved 
(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/content/un-report- 
launders-israels-fraudulent-mass-rape-propaganda/45021) in promoting Israel’s stories about an 


alleged Palestinian campaign 
(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/mass-rape- 
accusation) of sexual violence on 7 October — which has now entirely collapsed 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/content/israeli- 


commission-7-october-rape-claims-exposed-fraud/45401). 


Landau also accompanied 
(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/content/un-report- 
launders-israels-fraudulent-mass-rape-propaganda/45021) UN official Pramila Patten on her visit 


to the kibbutzim as research for her report on alleged sexual violence by Palestinians (the report 
claimed rape may have taken place, but presented no evidence and was based almost entirely on 
official government sources). 
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Landau’s new admission to Al Jazeera that these dead “children” were not, in fact, children at all, 
appears to be the first on-camera admission that he had not told the truth. 


Given his well-documented history of lying, there’s no reason to believe any aspect of Landau’s 
account. 


As the documentary shows, however, Landau’s lies were highly influential. 


Along with other atrocity propaganda, they were passed on by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to US President Joe Biden, who in turn lied that he had actually seen photos of the 
“beheaded babies.” The White House was later forced to clarify 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali- 
abunimah/biden-lied-about-seeing-photos-beheaded-israeli-children) that Biden had not seen any 


such photos. 
The photos, of course, did not exist, because no such executions had taken place. 


As the documentary shows, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken repeated other such atrocity 
stories publicly, also taken from ZAKA’s innovative lies. 


Jewish extremists 


Yossi Landau is the southern regional head of ZAKA, a Jewish extremist group. 


Working in close coordination with the Israeli government and military, ZAKA describes itself as an 
emergency rescue organization, with more than 3,000 volunteers around the country. 


ZAKA’s male-only volunteers are not medically trained, have no professional qualifications and 
completely lack medical expertise. 


In fact, ZAKA is an ultra-Orthodox religious group which specializes in removing bodies and body 
parts in the aftermath of an emergency. It transports them to morgues in line with strict Jewish 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://mondoweiss.net/2023/12/zaka-is-not-a- 


trustworthy-source-for-allegations-of-sexual-violence-on-october-7/) and other such medical 


science. 


The removal of bodies has been done at the cost 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article- 
774511) — some would say with the intent 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/content/evidence- 
israel-killed-its-own-citizens-7-october/41156) — of destroying important forensic evidence in the 


wake of the 7 October Palestinian military assault. 


The indiscriminate Israeli retaliation to that attack left an undetermined number of Israelis dead, in 
what the Israeli military has admitted was 
(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/asa- 
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winstanley/israel-admits-immense-amount-friendly-fire-7-october) an “immense” number of what 


it called “friendly fire” incidents. 


Since 7 October, ZAKA has come under increasing scrutiny from independent journalists, not least 
by The Electronic Intifada 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali- 
abunimah/watch-ny-times-investigation-mass-rape-hamas-falls-apart). 


The earliest and perhaps most persistent journalist to expose Landau and ZAKA has been Max 
Blumenthal of The Grayzone. And indeed, much of Al Jazeera’s background reporting on Landau in 
the new film seems to rely on Blumenthal’s extensive exposé on the topic 


(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://thegrayzone.com/2023/12/06/scandal- 


israeli-october-7-fabrications/) from 6 December. 


As Blumenthal reported, Landau’s lies about Hamas supposedly burning 20 children alive were 
repeated to media the world over. As was his similarly lurid invention that he had come across the 
murdered body of a pregnant women with the fetus cut out of her, which was then in turn stabbed to 
death. 


Where Al Jazeera’s film does advance the reporting is by securing an interview with Landau himself 
and — possibly for the first time — actually challenging him on camera about the inconsistencies in 
his many tall tales. 


At 2:05, Yossi Landau tries to cover his lies by showing the interviewer a photo he claims to 
have taken in Kibbutz Beeri 


This proves he lied to the NY Times when he said, “I did not take pictures because we are 
not allowed to take pictures" 


Another body blow to the NYT's... https://t.co/Ljh83VeKks 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https: //t.co/Ljh83VeKks) 
pic.twitter.com/OIUIdzKtWo 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https: //t.co/OIUIdzKtWo) 


— Max Blumenthal (@MaxBlumenthal) March 21, 2024 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https: //twitter.com/MaxBlumenthal/status/17708619084735572712 
ref_src=twsrce%5Etfw) 


As Blumenthal pointed out on X (formerly Twitter) after watching the interview, the conversation 
also revealed yet another lie Landau told to the Western media. 


When quoted in The New York Times’ infamously fabricated reporting about a supposed campaign 


(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali- 
abunimah/ny-times-tries-cover-its-7-october-mass-rapes-fraud) of “mass rape” by Hamas, Landau 


claimed to their reporters that he “did not take pictures because we are not allowed to take pictures.” 


By stark way of contrast he insists to Al Jazeera’s skeptical Richard Sanders — who had asked him 
about the dead fetus story — that “if you want to see the picture, I have the picture.” 


https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https%3A%2F %2F electronicintifada.net%2Fblogs%2Fasa-winstanley%2Fisraeli-source-executed-childr... 4/9 


4/1/24, 12:19 AM Israeli source of "executed children" lie admits story was untrue | The Electronic Intifada 


He then declines to show “the picture” on camera, instead playing a video to Richard Sanders, who 
reports that “I can’t see a baby here.” 


Unused to being challenged by journalists, Landau then splutters through a series of contradictory 
excuses: “You can’t see the baby because — but this is the picture of the mother. For sure. You know, 
we didn’t think, when we — we didn’t think to to, to camera everything. We didn’t have that, this 
wasn’t in our....” 

Al Jazeera says in the film that the image only showed “an unidentifiable piece of charred flesh.” 


Sanders should perhaps take care if he were ever to encounter Landau again. 


When Landau was asked on one podcast what he would say to “people out there who question” or 
who “play down the atrocities” his response was bone chilling. 


“I wouldn’t say anything ... he should be killed,” Landau insisted. “Together with the Hamas terrorist 
... Because he’s a part of it.” 


Fair enough 


Yossi Landau prays anyone questioning the narrative of beheaded babies will be ‘together 
with Hamas terrorists and killed’ 


That would include you, me and the BBC pic.twitter.com/FmG7qn5IZT 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://t.co/FmG7qn5IZT) 


— Steve Powers (@StevePowers_) December 5, 2023 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://twitter.com/StevePowers /status/1732046223903957243? 
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw) 


Writing for Mondoweiss, The Short String — an anonymous collective of Palestinian journalists 
inside Israel — did an extensive report on ZAKA’s history 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://mondoweiss.net/2023/12/zaka-is-not-a- 


trustworthy-source-for-allegations-of-sexual-violence-on-october-7/) of deception, extremism and 


military propaganda. 


The group was founded in 1995 by Yehuda Meshi-Zahav, the ex-leader of an ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
terrorist group “that targeted forensic pathologists and used explosives against shops selling ‘secular 
newspapers,” The Short String reported. 


Landav’s lies are nothing new. ZAKA has long had a reputation for deception, even within Israel. “In 
the past, they sent numerous pieces of news that turned out to be lies,” Israeli Army Radio reported 
in 2002. 


Meshi-Zahav remained leader of ZAKA until 2021, when he attempted to kill himself amid an 


investigation sparked by a series of highly credible reports that he had raped and sexually assaulted 
dozens of people — including children as young as 12. (Meshi-Zahav later died of his injuries.) 
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As Blumenthal reported, Meshi-Zahav was known in Israel “as ‘the Haredi Jeffrey Epstein’ due to his 
well-documented penchant for raping young people of both sexes.” 


This is the same group that is still taken seriously as a credible source by corporate media across the 
Western world. 


“Influencing public opinion” 


ZAKA has also in recent months raked in millions of dollars of donations from rich backers in the 
West, mainly off the back of its lurid atrocity propaganda. 


Benjamin Netanyahu himself has been explicit about ZAKA’s key role in this gencodial campaign, 
and how it helps Israel resist the growing calls for a ceasefire in Gaza. 


“We need to buy time,” he told ZAKA volunteers 
(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/event- 
zaka231123) during a visit to their offices in November. He explained that this would be done “by 


turning to world leaders and to public opinion. You have an important role in influencing public 
opinion, which also influences leaders. We are at war; it will continue.” 


ZAKA has indeed continued this unscrupulous role with utter ruthlessness. 


In an email from ZAKA leader Yoni Gilboa to potential donors last week, obtained by The Electronic 
Intifada, ZAKA even justified the latest Israeli attack on al-Shifa hospital 

(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/nora-barrows- 
friedman/israel-continues-attack-al-shifa-hospital-systemic-violence), in northern Gaza. 


“This action was taken based on concrete intelligence that senior Hamas officials were using the 
hospital’s premises,” the group claimed in the email, echoing the Israeli military’s typically self- 
serving lies. 


ZAKA wrote in the email that they “mourn the loss of an Israeli soldier, Staff Sgt. Matan Vinogradov, 
20, of Jerusalem. His bravery and sacrifice in the line of duty will not be forgotten.” 
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In these difficult times, the role of Zaka Tel-Aviv is more critical than ever. Our volunteers 
are tirelessly working to provide emergency response and support to those affected by 
the conflict, ensuring the dignified care of the deceased and offering solace to grieving 
families. Amidst the chaos and uncertainty, Zaka Tel-Aviv stands as a beacon of hope 
and humanity. 


Your support enables us to continue this vital work, offering assistance and compassion 
in the face of adversity. As we navigate through these challenging times, your 
contribution ensures that we can remain at the ready, providing crucial aid to our 
community and the brave soldiers on the front lines. 


DONATE NOW 


Thank you for standing with us, for your unwavering support, and for helping us make a 
difference in these tumultuous times. 


Yoni Gilboa 
Director of Zaka Tel-Aviv 


“In these difficult times, the role of ZAKA Tel-Aviv is more critical than ever,” they added. “Your 
support enables us to continue this vital work ... Donate now. Thank you for standing with us, for 
your unwavering support, and for helping us make a difference.” 


But the group’s mercenary instincts may yet lead to the downfall of its most famous leader. 


Last week, Israeli media reported that Yossi Landau had been suspended 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog entry/2- 
zaka-volunteers-suspended-after-videos-show-one-hugging-a-woman-speaking-at-church- 
fundraiser/) from ZAKA. 


However, Landau’s chickens had not yet come home to roost. Instead, ZAKA announced in a 
statement, he and his brother had done “things that contradict the halacha [religious law] of our 
holy Torah.” 


Video had emerged of Landau on a lucrative fundraising trip to Texas hugging Julie Sironi 
(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://www.linkedin.com/in/julie-sironi- 
5127521bb/), the “Israel and Jewish liaison” of a Christian Zionist megachurch 

(https: //web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://israelallies.org /julie-sironi-2023). 


Israeli journalist Yoeli Brim reported 
(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://twitter.com/yoeli_brim/status/1770843004238012537). 


that the pair had raised “over a million dollars” from the church. 


The video reportedly caused outrage among ZAKA’s ultra-Orthodox volunteers. Physical contact 
between most men and women is prohibited in strictly religious Judaism. 


It remains to be seen how long Landau’s suspension will last. 
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® Yossi Landau (/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/yossi-landau) ZAKA 
(/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/zaka) Al Jazeera Investigative Unit 
(/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/al-jazeera-investigative-unit) Al 
Jazeera (/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/al-jazeera) mass rape 
accusation (/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/mass-rape-accusation) 7 
October (/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/7-october) Joe Biden 
(/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/joe-biden) Antony Blinken 
(/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/tags/antony-blinken) 


® Comments 


Lies prepared in advance 

(/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/304601#comment-304601) 

% (/web/20240401051135/https: //electronicintifada.net/comment/304601#comment- 
304601) David Archibald replied on Wed, 03/27/2024 - 09:59 


The same lies told in conflicts past, rehashed for an all too believing audience. 
The atrocity is in those that believe this vile tripe. A lie is not worth anything until it finds fertile 
minds. 


Totally agree. 

Ba /web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/304621#comment- 
304621) 

% (/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/304621#comment-304621) 


yasaman replied on Wed, 03/27/2024 - 17:28 

Totally agree. 

Those who believe lies of media without questioning are as complist as those who create lies. 
It takes two inorder to propagate a lie the one who tells it and the one who believes it. 


People should use their brains when using media. It is crystal clear that media are here to create 
an agenda. The consumers who are fine with being brainwashed are the real problem 


ZAKA (/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/304616#comment- 
304616) 


% (/web/20240401051135/https: //electronicintifada.net/comment/304616#comment- 
304616) Nosfenyahou replied on Wed, 03/27/2024 - 15:51 


From Atlanta Jewish Times: After the killing of 14,000 kids & 20,000 orphans, Atlanta Jewish 
Academy : “LOCAL GRASSROOTS GROUP RAISES $25K FOR ZAKA” The same group that 
fabricated Hamas rape atrocities on Oct7th while their own IDF SOLDIERS RAPE PALESTINIAN 


https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https%3A%2F %2F electronicintifada.net%2Fblogs%2Fasa-winstanley%2Fisraeli-source-executed-childr... 8/9 


4/1/24, 12:19 AM Israeli source of "executed children" lie admits story was untrue | The Electronic Intifada 
WOMEN: “...The paramedic informed the physician that a woman was raped for two days until she 
lost her ability to speak. Another woman at the Nasr Hospital was stripped of her clothing by Israeli 
soldiers in front of her husband and brother, and when one of them took their clothes off to cover 
her the Israeli soldiers killed both her brother and husband. “These are credible reports from 
Canadian physicians serving in Gaza.” AL JAZEERA 3/24/24 
From Atlanta Jew Times: “...The concert ended joyously with everyone on their feet singing and 
dancing along to Benny Friedman and Moshe Tindler’s medley of Jewish favorites, including, “Hinei 
Ma Tov” and “Moshiach.” 

Carol Ratner said, “...It was important to us to make the concert family-affordable and raise money 
for ZAKA...” 

AS ISRAEL COMMITS GENOCIDE, ATLANTA ORTHODOX CONTINUES TO FUND GENOCIDE 
AND GLOAT WITH IMPUNITY 


m Israeli source of “executed children” lie admits story was untru 
(/web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/304626#comment-304626) 


% (/web/20240401051135/https: //electronicintifada.net/comment/304626#comment- 
304626) Carolyn L Zaremba replied on Wed, 03/27/2024 - 20:02 


Thank you for this excellent expose. Between the Electronic Intifada and Max Blumenthal, the 
Israeli liars are being exposed for the criminal they are. 


Asa, This photo belongs in 
m /web/20240401051135/https://electronicintifada.net/comment/304636#comment-304636) 
% (/web/20240401051135/https: //electronicintifada.net/comment/304636#comment- 
304636) Anonymous replied on Wed, 03/27/2024 - 21:35 


Asa, This photo belongs in the Holocaust Museum as Victims of the Victims. Maybe GZ or BT should 
display it regularly to show the faces of the cold meaningless numbers. PS grateful for you folks at 
EI, who are amazing sources of truth and wisdom 

https://x.com/palinfoen/status... 


(https://web.archive.org/web/20240401051135/https://x.com/palinfoen/status/1772564159508447472? 
S=46&t=85bEPm85ypXQIQ-niJU15A) 
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